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ESSAY ON. MAN. 


IN FOUR BPISTLES. 


To H, ST. Jonn, L. Bol Ne BROKE. | 


EPISTLE x, 


WAKE! my St. Jonn! leave all pw hs 
To low ambition and the pride of Kings. 


1 Let us (ſince life can little more ſupply 


Than juſt to look about us, and to die) 


Expatiate free o'er all this ſcene of Mann 5 | 
A mighty maze! but not without a plan 
A wild, where weeds and flow'rs promiſcuous ſhoot, | 


Or garden, tempting with forbidden fruit, 


Together let us beat this ample field, „5 
. Try what the open, what the covert yield; 10 


The latent tracts, the giddy heights explore 


Of all who blindly creep, or ſightleſa ſoar; 


Eye nature's walks, ſhoot folly as it flies, 

And catch the manners living as they riſe; 

Laugh where we muſt, be candid where we can; oP 
But *— the ways of God to man, 
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- Say firſt, of Cop above, Ann 
What can we reaſon, n 
Of Man, what fee we but his ſtation here, : N 
From which to reaſon, or to which reſer? 20 


Thro* worlds unnumber d tho? the Goo be known, - = 


? Tis ours to trace him, only in our Om. 
He who thro' vaſt immenſity can pierce, 

See worlds on worlds compoſe one univerſe, ' 
Obſerve how ſyſtem into ſyſtem runs, 25 
What other planets, and what other,ſuns, 3 
What vary'd being peoples ev'ry ſtar  - 
May tell, why Heav'n made all things as they are. 
But of this frame, the bearings and the ties, 
The ſtrong connexions, nice dependencies, 30 
Gradations juſt, has thy pervading ſoul 
Look'd thro'? or can a part contain the whole? 
Is the great Chain that draws all to agree, 
And drawn ſupports, upheld by God, or thee * 3 

-PRESUMPTUOUS man! the reaſon would'ſt thou 
Why form'd fo. weak, fo little, and ſo blind? 
Firſt, if thou can'lt, the harder reaſon gueſs, 
Why form'd no weaker, blinder, and no leſs. 
Aſxk of thy mother earth, why oaks are made 

Taller or ſtronger than the weeds they ſhade? 40 
Or aſk of yonder argent felds above, 
Why Jove's Satellites are leſs than Joves ? 

Or ſyſtems poſſible, if tis confeſt 

That wiſdom infinite muſt form the beſt, 
Where all muſt full or not coherent be, 45 
And all that riſes, riſe in due degree; 
Then, in the ſcale of life and ſenſe, tis plain 
There mult be, ſomewhere, ſuch a rank as man; 
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May, muſt be right, as relative to all. 
I human works, tho' labour d on with pain, 


m Gon, one Gage ean des end produce, 
Perhaps adds ſecond to ſome ſphere unknowa, 


Touches ſome wheel, or verges to ſome gole; 
Tis but a part we ſec,.and not a whole. 
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Then ſhall Man's pride and dullnefs comprehend 6 


All but the page preſerib'd their preſent ſtate, 


And all the queſtion (weangle o'er fo. leog)- b 
Is only this, if Gon has plac'd him wrong? * 


RAC TIA Man whatever wrong we call, 


A thouſand — 


Yet ſerves to ſecond too ſome other uſe, 
So Man, who here ſeems principal alone, 


S - 
wanne why Man we- 
_ _. a_ 


His fiery courſe, or drives him o'er 8 
When the dull ox, why now he breaks the clod,. 


Now wears a garland, an Egyptian god; 


His action 's, paſhon's, being's, uſe and ends 
Why doing, ſuff ring, check'd, impelld; and why 


This hour a flave, the next a deity ** 


Then ſay not Man's imperie&; heav'n 3 E 
Say rather, man's as perfect as he ought ; 70 
His being meaſur'd to his (tate and place, 1 825 


His time a moment, and a point his ſpace. F r 


Hzav.'s from all aasee hides the book of fre 


From brutes what men, from men what ſpirits dw 

Or who could: ſuffer being here below? 76 

' The lamb thy riot dooms to bleed to day, 

Had he thy reaſon, would he ſkip and play? 

bees te the halt. he crops the flow'ry food; | _ 
And licks the hand jeſt rais ane. 80 
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© _  Ohblindneſs to the future ! kindly gi ns, 
| That each may fill the circle mark'd by heav's, 
Who ſees with equal eye, as Con of all, 
A Hero periſh, or a ſparrow fall, 


Atoms, or ſyſtems, into ruin hurl'd, = RS 35 


r now a world! 


Hoes humbly then; with trembling pinjons boar; 


Wait the great teacher, Death, and God adore; 
What future bliſs, he gives not thee to know, 


But gives that Hope to be thy bleſſing now. 90 


Hope ſprings eternal in the human breaſt; 
Man never is, but always to be bleſt; 
The foul uneaſy, and confin'd at home, 

| Reſts, and expatiapes, in a life to come. 


Lol the poor Indian, whoſe untutor'd EY 95 


Sets Gop in clouds, or hears him in the wind; 
His ſoul, proud ſcience never taught to ſtray 
Far as the ſolar walk, or milky way; 

Yet ſimple Nature to his hope has giv'n 


| Behind the cloud - topt hill, an humbler heav'n, 100 


Some ſafer world, in depth of woods embrac'd, 
Some happier ifland in the wat'ry waſte, 
Where ſlaves once more their native land behold, 
No fiends torment, no Chriſtians thirſt for gold. 


To be, contents his natural deſire, 105. 


He aſles no Angel's wing, or Seraph's fire ; 

But thinks, admitted to that equal ſky, 

| His faithful dog ſhall bear him company. 
Go, wiſer thou! and in thy ſcale of ſenſe 


Weigh thy opinion againſt Providence: 110 


Call Imperfection what thou fancy'ſt ſuch; 
Say, here he gives too little, there too much; 
Deſtroy all creatures for thy ſport or guſt, 
Yet cry, if Man's unhappy, Gop's unjuſt ; 


r 


1 


Men would be Angels, Angels would be Gods, 
_ Aſpiring to be Gods, if angels fell, K 


67 


If man, alone, engroſe not n high care, 5 


Alone made perfect here, immortal there: 
Snatch from his hand the balance and the rod, 


| Rejudge his juſtice, be the Gop of GOD! 


In pride, in reas ning pride, our error _ r 
All quit their ſphere, and-ruſh into — 120 
Pride ſtill is aiming at the bleſt abodes, ory: 


Aſpiring to be angels, men rebel: 
And who but wiſhes to invert the laws 7 


Of ORDER, fins againſt th* Eternal Cauſe. 


Asx for what end the heav'nly bodies ſhine ? + |- 


Earth for whoſe uſe ? Pride anſwers, © Tis for mine: 
For me kind nature wakes her genial E 2 | 
* Suckles each herb, and ſpreads out ev'ry flow'r; 
Annual for me, the grape; the roſe renew 131 
The juice necareous, and the bolmy dew; _ 
For me, the mine a thouſand treaſures brings; 
„For me health guſhes from a thouſand ſprings ; - 
_ © Seas roll to waft me, Suns to light me rife; 135 


© My footſtool Earth, my canopy the ſkies.” 
Bur errs not Nature from this gracious end, 
From burning ſuns when livid deaths defcend, 


When earthquakes ſwallow, or when tempeſts ſweep 
Towns to one grave, or nations to the deep ? 140 


No (tis reply d) the firſt Almighty Cauſe 
Acts not by partial, but by gen'ral laws; 
« Th' exceptions few; ſome change fince all began; 


| * And what created perfect?“ Why then Man? 


If the great end be human happineſs, 145 
Then Nature deviates. and can Man do leſs ? > 


As much that end a conſtant courſe requires 


- 0&3 I 
As much eternal ſprings and cloudleſs ſkies, "7 By 
As men for ever temp rate, calm, and wiſe, 15 
Vf plagues or carthquakes break not hebr's's eue. 
Why then a BoxG1a ora Caran? 
From pride, from pride, our very reas ning „ 
Account for moral as for nat' ral thing 
Why charge we heav's in thoſe, in theſe acquie? 156 
In both, to reaſon right, is to ſubmit. * 
Bx TTEA for Us, perhaps, it might appear, 
WMWere there all Harmony, all virtue here: 
That never air or ocean ſelt the windz 160 
That never paſſion diſcompos d the mind. 
But Ar r ſubſiſts by elemental ſtriſ e: 
And Paſſions are the Elements of life. © 
The gen'tal ORDER, ſince the whole . 
Is kept in Nature, and is kept in Man. 122 
Wuar would this Man? ere for, 
* little leſs than Angel, would be more; 166 
Now looking downwards, juſt as griev'd appears 
To want the ſtrength. of bulls, the a þ 
Made for his uſe all creatures if he call, 
Say what their uſe, had he the m bs al? 170 
Nature to theſe, without profuſion, kind. 
The proper organs, proper pow'rs alba «: 2 
Each ſceming want compenſated of courſe . 2 
Here, with degrees of fwiftneſs, there, of. force 'R 
All in exact proportion to their ſtate, 18 
Nothing to add, and nothing to abae. 
Each beaſt, each inſect, happy in its own, 
Is heav'a unkind to man, and man alone? 
| Shall he alone, whom rational we call, f 
Be pleas d with nothing. if not bleſs'd. with- all 2 RY 
Tus bliſs of man (could pride that, bleſbog/find) . - 
Is, not to act, or tak, beyopd mankind z. 
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No pow'rs of body or of ſoul to are. 
But what his nature and his ſtate can bear, * 
Why has not man a microſcopic eye? 165 


For this plain reaſon, man is nat a fly, © ' 
Say, what the aſe, were finer optics gi d. 


dogs r 1402 - 
The touch, if tremblingly alive all o'er, 7 tt 


To ſmart, and agonize at every pore; is 


Or quick effluvia darting thro? the deals,” RM 2 


Die of a roſe in aromatic pain. „ KA. 
If nature thunder'd in his op uing eas... 
And ſtunn'd him with the muſic ande an 

How would he wiſh, that heav'n had leſt him lt * 
The whiſp'ring zephyr, and the purling rill 2: _ 
Who finds not Providence all-good and os oF Her 


Alike in what is gives, and what denies? | 


Fax as creation's ample range extends, - 


The ſcale of ſenſual, mental pow'rs aſcends: _ -200 
Mark how it mounts, to man's . a 10 
From the green myriads in the peopled graſs.! ! 
What mades of ſight, betwixt each wide extreme, 


The mole's dim curtain, and the lyox's beam 


of ſmell, the headlong lioneſs between, 2056 


And hound, ſagacious on the 2 1 
Of hearing, from the life that fills the flood. 


To that which warbles thro' the vernal vod: S's 
The ſpider's touch, how exquiſitely nem 
Feels at each thread, and lives along the line: 210 
In the nice bee, what ſenſe ſo ſubtly true 
From pois nous herbs extracts the healing dew. 
Ho luſtinct varies in the groveling ſwine, 
Compar d, half reas'ning elephant ! with thine : 
*Twixt' that, and Reafon, what a nice — 215 
Fer ever ſep tate, yet for erer near: | 


Natures #therial, human, angel, man. 230 


| Tenth ceven' — breaks the chain alike. 


 Heav'ns whole foundations to their centre nod, 
And Nature tremble, to the throne of Goo !' ___ | 
All this dread Ou pA break For whom? For thee, 
Vile worm !l-—O Madoeſs! Ptide! Impiety! 250 
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And middle natures, how they long to joio, 
Yet never paſs th* inſuperable line! 2 
Without this juſt. gradation could ey be 

Subjjected theſe to thoſe; or all to thee? 


The pow'rs of all ſubdu d by the alone, 
Is not thy Reaſon all thoſe pow'rs in one? 


Sex, thro* this air, this ocean, and this earth, 


AI matter quick, and burſting iato-birth. _ 226 
Above, how high progreſſye life may 30% Sia» 


Around how wide, how deep extend below | , bee 


Beaſt, bird, ſh, inſect; what no eye can ſee, 


| No glaſs can reach-: frow infinite to the, 
From thee to nothing? On ſuperior pow'rs ag 


Were we to'prels, inferior might an ours: 


4 


Or in the full crention leave a wid. 235 
| Where, one ſtep broken; the great ſcale's. deſtroy d 


From Nature's chain whatever link you ſtrike. 


Aud, if each ſyſtem in gradation roll 


| Alike eſſcndial ro m amazing wholez 224 
| The leaſt confuſion but in dne, tot all 35 


That ſyſtem only, but the whole muſt tall. 
Let earth unbalanc'd ſrom her orbit fly, 


| lanets and funs ruſh lawbeſe thro” he k, 


Let ruling Angels from their ſpheres be hurl'd, 245 
Being on beitg wreck'd, and world on world, 1 
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War if che foot, ordain'd the duſt to tread, 


Or hand to toil, aſpir d to be the head ? 
What if the head, the eye, or car repin'd 
To ſerve mere engines to the ruling mind ? 


Juſt as abfurd, for any part to claim 
To be another, in this gen'ral frame: 
Joſt as abſurd, to mourw the taſks or pains, 


The great directing Mind of ALL ordains, - 


ALL — —— 
Whoſe body Nature is, and God the ſoul; 


That, chang'd thro' all, and yet i all the ſame, | 


Great in the earth, as in'th' zthereal frame, 


Glows in the ſtars, and bloſſoms in the trees, 


Spreads undivided, operates unſpent,. 


Or in the natal, or the mortal hour. 


Breathes in our ſoul, informs'our — 
As full, as perfect, in a hair, as heart, 

As full, as perſect, Wee mira F 
As the rapt ſeraph that adores and burn; 


255 
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Lives thro? all liſe, extends thro? all extent, 2 


18 


14. 
2 . : 


To him, no high, no low, no great, no ſmall: ? 


CxAs B then, nor Oxver Imperſection name: 


Our proper bliſs depends on what we blame. 
Know thy own point: this kind, this due degree 275 


Of blindneſs, weakneſs, nn 


Sabmit.—jn this, or any other ſphere, 
Secure to be as bleſt as thou eanſt bear: 


Safe in the hand of one diſpoſing pow'r, 


All nature is but art, unknown to thee; 
All chance, direction which thou canſt not ſee; 
All diſcord, harmony not underſtood ; ET OL 


All Nui en, univerſal 9 | 


He fills, he bounds, connects, and equals all. 


280 
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| And ſhight of piide, in erring reaſon's ſpight, 8; 4 
One truth is clear; Whatever Ia, is Rr.“ 


EPISTLE H. 


T7 NOW, den thyſclf, preſume not Gov to ſcan: 
The proper ſtudy of mankind is Man. 


—«. — 
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plac'd on this-iſthmus of a middle ſtate, 

deing darkly wiſe, and rudely greats 
Wich too much knowledge ſor the Sceptic fide, 5 
With toa much weakneſs fur the Stoic's pride, 
He hangs between: in doubt to act, or reſt, 
Ia doubt. to deem bimſelf a God, or beaſt:; 
la doubt en 123 


Born but to die, and reas ning but to err; : 10 


Alike in, ignorance, his reaſon ſuch, 
Whether he thinks too little or too much; 
Chaos of thought and paſſion, all confus d; 
 _ Still by himfelf abus d, or diſabus d; n 
Created half to riſe, and half to fall; 13 
SGteat Lord of all things, yet a prey to all; 
Sole Judge of truth, in endleſa error hurl'd: 


The glory, jeſt, and riddle of the world! 


o, wond'rous creature! mount where Science guides, 
So meaſure earth, weigh air, and (tate the tides, 20 


Show by what laws the wand'ring planets ſtray, 
Correct old time, and teach the Sun his way. 


Go ſoar with Plato to th' empyreal ſphere, 
To the firſt good, firſt perfect, and firſt fair; 
Or tread the mazy round his follow 'rs trod, W 

And quitting ſenſe. call imitating God, "4th 
As eaſtern prieſts! in giddy circles run, 
And turn their heads to imitate the Suge 


5 


3 Ds 
NNeaſon's comparing balance rules the whole? 30 


5 


| Go, teach Eternal Wiſdom how to rule— ff 
Then drop into thyſelf, and be a fool ! 30 


"SurEr1OR Beings, when of late they ſaw 


A mortal man unfold all Nature's law, 


Admir'd ſuch wiſdom in an earthly ſhape, 


And ſhew'd a Newton as we ſhew an ape. 


Coup he, whoſe rules the whirling comet bind, ” 


© Deſcribe, or fix, one movement of the mind? 
Who faw the ſtars here riſe, and there deſcend, 
| Explain his own beginning, or his end? | 
Alas, what wonder! Man's ſuperior part 
- Vacheck'd may riſe, and climb from Art to Art; 40 
3 -But when his own great work is but begun, i 
What Reaſon weaves, by Paſſion is undone. 


Tuo Principles in human nature reign; 


Self love, to urge, and Reaſon, to reſtrain: 


Nor this a good, nor that a bad we call, 45 


Fach works his end, to move, or govern al; 
And to their proper operation ſtil 
Aſcribe all good, to their improper, ill, 


 Sevr-Love, the ſpring of motion, acts the foul ; 


Man but for that, no action could attend, 
And but for this, were active to no end: 


Fix'd, like a plant on his peculiar ſpot, 


Io draw nutrition, propagate, and rot; 


Or, meteor-like, flame lawleſs thro? the void, 
Deſtroying others, by himſelf deſtroy'd. 
Mos r ſtrength the moving principle requires; 3 


Active its. taſſc, it prompts, impels, inſpires : 
Sedate and quiet the comparing lies, ct 

Form'd but to check, delib'rate, and adviſe, 60 
_ Sel-love (till ſtronger, as its objects ni; 
Keaſoa's at diſtance, and i in — lie; 
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| Cm) 
W by preſent ſenfe, 


| Reaſon the future, and the conſequence ; Wy 
Thicker than arguments, temptations throng z 63 


At beſt more watchful this, but that more ſtrong. 


The action of the ſtronger to ſuſpend, 
| Reaſon ſtill uſe, to reaſon ſtill attend: 


Attention habit and experience gains, 


Each ſtrengthens reaſon, and Self-love reſtrains. 70 19 
La r ſubtle Schoolmen teach theſe friends to ht, 
More ſtudious to divide, than to unite, 
And grace and virtue, ſenſe and reaſon ſplit, 


With all the raſh dexterity of Wit. 


Wits, juſt like fools, at war about a name, 7s - 


Have full as oft no meaning, or the ſame, 
Self-love and Reaſon to one end aſpire, 
Pain their averſion, Pleaſure their defire : 


But greedy that, its obje& would devour, 
This taſte the honey, and not wound the flower: 80 


Pleaſure, or wrong or rightly underſtood, 
Our greateſt evil, or our greateſt good. v 
| Mons of Self · love the Paſſions we may . 


*Tis real good, ar ſeeming, moves them 2d. 
But ſince not every good we can divide, 85 Y 


And reaſon bids us for our own provide; 
Paſſions, tho ſelfiſh, if their means be fair, 


Liſt under reaſon, and deſerve her care: 


Thoſe that imparted, court a nobler aim, 


Exalt their kind, and take ſome Virtue's name. 90 | 


Is lazy Apathy let Stoics boaſt : 
Their Virtue fix'd ; 'tis fix'd as in a froſt, 


Contracted all, 33 to the breaſt; 
ZBut ſtrength of mind is exerciſe, not reſt: 


* —— . PT A IEA "EA 2 2 * 


The riſing tempeſt puts in act the ſoul, 95 ; : 


Parts it may ravage, but preſertes the whole, 
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80 


95 
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| Subject, compound them, follow ber and God. 


| Receives the lurking principle of death; 


(15 } * 1 


| On life's vaſt ocean diverſely we fail, 
Reaſon the, card, bur Paſſion is the gale : 


Nor God alone in the ſtill calm we find; 
He mounts the ſtorm, and walks upon the wind. 109 
Pas$10Ns, like elements, tho? bora to bgbt, | 


x Yet mix'd and ſoſten d, in his work unite : | 
Theſe, tis enough to temper and employ * 2 


But what compoſes man, can man deſtroy? 
Suffice that Reaſon keep to Nature's road; * 


Lovs, Hope, and Joy, fair Pleaſure“s ſmiling train, 


Hate, Fear, and Grief, the Family of Pain, 
Theſe, mix*d with art, and to due bonnds conſin d. 


Make, and maintain, the balance of the mind: 10 
The lights and ſhades, whoſe well · accorded ſtriſe 
5 all the ſtrength and colour of our life. * 

| PLEASURES are ever in our hands or eyes, 


| Ned whe IR: in proſpect rife ; 


Preſent to graſp, and future Hill to bd. 775 
The whole employ of body and of mind. 
All ſpread their charms, but charm not all alike ; 


On diff rent ſenſes diff rent objects ſtrike ;_ 


Hence diff rent paſſions more or leſs inflame, 
As ſtrong, or weak, the organs of the frame; 120 
And hence one maſter-paſſion in the breaſt, 


| Like Aaron's ſerpent, ſwallows up the reſt, 


As man, perhaps, the moment of his breath, : 


The young diſeaſe, that muſt ſubdue at Kogth, 125 


| Grows with his growth, and ſtrengthens with his 
—” 


4 so, caſt and mingled with his very frame, 
dame con, is ring raden an., 
7 32 


Each vital humour which ſhould feed the whole, 


Soon flows to this, in body and in foul; 130 


Whatever warms the heart, or fills the head, 

As the mind opens, and Tis fandtions ſpread, 

"Traagioation plies her dang'rous art, 
And pours it all upon the peccant part. 


Wit, ſpirit, faculties, but make it worſe ; 

_ Reaſon itſelf but gives it edge and pow'r, 
As heavd's bleſt beam turns vinegar more ſowre ; 
We, wretched ſubjeds, tho to lawful Ww ay, 


In this weak Queen, ſome Far'rite flill obey. 149 


Ah ! if ſhe lend not arms, as well as rules, „ 
What can ſhe more chan tell us we are fools? 

Teach us to mourn our nature, not to mend, 
A ſharp accuſer, but a helpleſs friend! _ 
or from a Judge turn pleader, to perſuade 
The choice we. make, pr julkify it made. 
Prouil of an eaſy conqueſt all along, 3 
She but removes weak paſſions for the ſtroog; 
So, when ſmall humours gather to a gout, 
The Doctor fancies he has driv'n em out, 1 
Vas, Nature's road mult ever be preferr'd ; 

| Reaſon is here no guide, bur ill a guard; 

Tis her's. to rectify, not overthrow, 
And treat this paſſion more as friend than foe ; 


245 


A mightier Pow'r the ſtrong direction ſends, 133 


And ſev'ral men impels to ſew ral ends: 

Like varying winds, by other paſſions _ 
This drives them conſtant to a certain coalt, _ 

Let Pow'r or Knowledge, Gold or Glory, E.. . 
Or (oft more ſtrong than all) the love of eaſe, 169 
Thro' life tis follow d, even at life's expence: 

- The merchant' $ toil, | the ſage $ indolence, 


Na run its mother, Habit is its hs; 135 | 


es meme alas ß 


3 


id 


= 4 Ws 
130 The modE's humility, the hero's pride, Ws 
" 8 All, all alike, find reaſom on their de. 
Tu eternal art, educing good from ill, | GY 
Grafts on this paſſion our belt principe: 
'Tis thus, the Mercury of man is f d, 
5 | Ce Oren carat bio ap; © 
7-30 The drofs cemems what eile were too refin'd, 
Aud in one int'eſt Body acts with Mind. 
As fruits ungrateful to the planter's care, 
On ſavage ſtocks inſerted, learn to bear; 
The ſureſt Virtues thus from Paſſions ſhoot, 
Wild nature's vigour working at the root. 8 
What crops of wit and honeſty appear, 173 
} From ſpleen, from obſlinacy, hate, or fear! 
75 See anger, zeal, and fortitude ſupply; ; 
Tun rice, prudence; floch, philoſophy : 
145 | Luft, thro' ſome certain ſtrainers well refin'ds, 
3} ls gentle love, and charms all womankind : _18d | 
| Envy, to whom th ignoble mind's a flare, 
Is emulation in the learn'd or brave: © 
Moor virtue, male or female, can we name, 
= But what will grow on pride, or grow on ſhame, 
E Tuus Nature gives us (let it check our pride) 186 
7 I be virtue neateſt to our vice ally'd; | 
: Reaſon the byaſs turns to good from ill, 
And Nero reigns a Titus, if he will. 
$5 |} The fiery ſoul abhorr'd in Cataline; $07 2661 
= In Decius charms, in Curtius is divine. 190 
2 The ſame ambition can deſtroy or fave, 3 
3 And makes a patriot, as it makes a knave. 5 
Tuis light and darkneſs in our chaos join d, 
What ſhall divide? The God within the mind 
ExTremss in nature equal ends produce, 195. 
man, they join to ſome myſterious uſo : 
9 


ne 
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& 
1 
3 
* 
> 
: 
; . 
4 
* 
; 
- 


— 
Tho' each by turns the other's bound invade, 
As in ſome well- wrought picture, light and ſhade, 
And oft ſo mix, the diff rence is too nice 


Where ends the virtue, or begins the vice. 200 


| Foors ! who from hence into the notion fall, . 
That vice or virtue there is none at all. , 
If white gad black black blend, ſoften, and unite 
A thouſand ways,-is there no black or white? 
Aſt your own heart; and nothing is ſo plain; 205 
Tis to miltake them, colls the time and pain. 

_ Vics is a mooſler of ſo frightful mien, 
As to be hated, seeds but to be ſeen; —_— 
Yet ſeen too oft, familiar with her face, . 
We firſt endure, then pity, then embrace, 210 
But where th* extreme of vice, was ne'er agreed: 


In Scotland at the Orcades, and there 


At Greenland, Zembla, or the Lord knows vbere. . a 


No creature owns it in the firſt degree, 215 
But thinks his neighbour farther gone thap- he, 

Ev'n thoſe who dwell beneath, its very zonc, 

Or never feel the rage, or never own; 

What happier natures ſhrink at with affright, 
The hard Inhabitant contgnds is right. 3 ay 

Vixrvovs and vicious ev'ry man mult be, 

Few in ch' extreme, but all in the degree; 

The rogue and fool by fits is fair and wiſe, 

And cv'n the beſt, by fits, what they deſpiſe, 


Tis but by parts we follow good or ill, 225 


por, vice or virtue, Self directs it til] ; 
Each individual ſeeks a ſev'ral goal; 


But Heav'o's great view is one, and that the Whole ; 


That counter works each folly and caprice ; 


That diſappointo th! effect of ev'ry vice: 54:7. 8 


Alk, where's the North ? at York dis on the Tweed, |} 
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That, happy frailties to all tanks apply d. 
to the virgin, to the matron pride, 
Fear to the ſtateſman, raſhneſs to the chief, 
To kings preſumption, and 10 crowds belief: 


That, Virtye's ends from Vanity can raiſe, n 3 8 


Which ſeeks no, int'reſt, no reward but praiſe "A 
And build on wants, and on defects of mind, 2 


The joy the peace, the glory of mankind. 


| Hsav's forming cach on other to depend, | 


A malter, or a ſeryant, or a friend, | * 
Bids each on other for aſũſtance call, +1 


. 7 


Till one man's weakneſs grows the ſtrength af all, . 
Wants, frailtics, paſſions, cloſer (tall ally . 


The common int eſt, or endear the ye: 


To theſe we owe true fricnd(hip, love ſincere, 245 I 


Each home felt joy that life inherits here; 
| Yet from the ſame we learn, in its decline, 
Thoſe joys, thoſe loves, thoſe int'rells to reſign ; ; 


Taught half by reaſon, half by mere A. > 
To welcome death, and calmly paſs away. 2 40 
Wuarz'nR the Paſſion, knowledge, fame, or pelf, 


Not one will change his neighbour with himſelf: 


The learn'd is happy, nature to explore 
The fool is happy, that he knows no more; 
The rich is happy, in the plenty given; | 255 
The poor contented with the care of heaven, 
See the blind beggar dance, the cripple ſing, 
The ſot a hero, lunatic a king; 
The ſtarving chymiſt in his golden vie ws 


Supremely bleſt, the poet in his muſe- by 26s 


Sex ! ſome (ſtrange comfort ev'ry ſtate _ 


And Pride beſtow'd on all, a common friend; 


See!] ſome fit paſſion ev'ry age ſupply, _ 
Hope travels thro”, nor quits us when we dic» © 


( = » 


Ba nord the child, by Nature's kindly law, | 205 


Pleas'd with a rattle, tickled with a ſtraw 

Some livelier play-thing gives his youth delight, 

A little louder, bur as empty quite : 
Searfs, garters, gold, amuſe his riper ſtage, 


And beads and pray'r-books are the toys of age: 270 | 


Pleas'd with. this bubble ſtill as that before; 
Till tir'd he fleeps, and life's poor play is . 
Tart then, Opinion gilds with varying rays 
Thoſe painted clouds that beautify our days; 
Each want of happineſs by Hope ſupply'd, — 
And each vacuity of ſenſe by pride : 3 


"Theſe build as faſt as knowledge can deſtroy po 
Ia Folly's cup ſtill laughs the bubble, Joy; 
Dee proſpett loſt, another fin we gn: E: 
And not a vaoity is giv' in vain: 3 


Ev'n mean Self: love becomes, by force divine, 
The ſeale to meaſure others wants by thine. 
See! and confeſs, one comfort ſtill maſt riſe, | 
"Tis this, tho' Man's a fool, yet Cod is wiſe.” 
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The ſingle atoms each to other tend. 10 
Attract, attracted to, the next in place, . 


Oae all- extending all- preſerving foul | 


* 21 of 


EPISTLE m 


ERE then we reſt; . The Univerſal Cauſe 
% Acts to one and; duc ate by reciows l= 


in all the madneſs of ſuperfluous health, E: 
The trim of pride, the impudence of wealth, 


Let this great truth be preſent night and day; "i 


But moſt be preſent, if we preach or pray. 


Loox round our world: behold the chain of love 


Combining all below, and all above. 


Sce, plaſtic Nature working to this end, 1 


Form'd and impell'd its neighbour to embrace. 
See matter next, with various life endu d, 


Preſs to one centre fill, the gen ral god. = 
see dying vegetables life Tuſtain, 13 


See life diſſolving, vegetate again: 


All forms that periſh, other forms ſopply, 3 
By turns they catch the vital breath, and die ; 3 


Like bubbles on the ſea of matter borne, 3 
They riſe, they break, and to that ſea return. 2c 
Nothing is foreign: parts relate to whole: 


Connects each being, greateſt with the Jeſt; 
Makes beaſt in aid of man, and man of dealt: 


All ſerv'd, all ſerving! nothing ſtands alone 25 7 
The chain holds on, and where it ends, unknown. 


— Has God, thou fool! work'd ſolely for thy good, | 


Thy joy, thy paſtime, thy attire, thy food? 
| Who for thy table feeds the wanton fawo, Y 
— For im as Vhily rand the fer erm, 


ll 8 3 ; | 
7 ks it for thee the lark aſcends and fings ? IJ 1 
pP tunes his voice, joy elevates his wings. R 
| : Is it for thee the linnet pours his throar ? N: 
| Loves of his own, and raptures ſwell the note. A 
Tu bounding ſtecd you pompoully beſtride, 35 8-26 
=_ Shares with his Lord the pleaſure and the pride. -1 T 
= Is thine alone the ſeed that ſtrous the plain? T 
= The birds of heav'n ſhall vindicate their grain. T 
Tuc the full barveſt of the golden year? - 
if Part pays, and juſtly, the deſerving ſteer: 40 E 
x The hog that plows not, nor obeys thy call, | "Mm 
Wl Lives on the labours of this Lord of all. A 
it Know, Nature's children all divide her care; *. 
j iq The fur that warms a monarch, warm'd a bear. "IM 
F While man exclaims, * See all things for my uſe 45 Eo 

See man for mine,” replies a pamper'd gooſe; I 
What care to tend, to lodge, to cram, to treat him 
All this he knows, but not that tis to eat him. I 
And juſt as ſhort of reaſon he mult fall, - Ras 1 
Who thinks all made for one, not one for all. 50 7 
Gran, that the pow rful ſtill the weak controul, 8 
De man the wit, and tyrant of the whole : | 4 
Nature that tyrant checks ; he only knows „ F 
And helps another creature's wants and woes, - 0 
Say, will the falcon, ſtooping from above. 1 8 
Smit with her varying plumage, ſpare the dove ? J 
Admires the jay the inſets gilded wings; 
Or hears the hawk when Philomela ſings ? 
Man cares for all: to birds he gives his woods, * 
To beaſts his paſtures, and to fiſh his floods; Ga | © 
Tor ſome, his int'reſt prompts him. to provide, || 
For more his pleaſure, yet for more his pride. ml l 
All feed on one vain patron, and enjoy b 
Th' extenſive blefing of bis luxury. 8 1 | 


35 
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| That very life his learned hunger craves, 63 
Ne faves from famine, from the ſavage ſaves ; 


Death ſtill draws nearer, never ſeeming near. 
Great ſtanding Miracle l that heav'n aſkgn'd 
Its only thinking thing, this turn of mind. 


| Know all enjoy that pow'r which ſuits em beſt, 3 
To bliſs, alike, by that direction tend, 5 
And find the means proportion d to their end... 

Say, where full Inſtinct is th' unerring guide, 

What Pope or council can they need beſide ? 0 


Cares not for ſervice, or but ſerves when preſt ; 


To ſhun their poiſon, and to chooſe their food; 


T  . 


Nay, feaſts the animal he dooms his feaſt, 


And, till he ends the Being, makes it bleſt, 


Which ſees no more the ſtroke, or feels the pain, 


Than favour'd Man, by touch ætherial ſlain. © 70 


The creature bad his feaſt of life beforez; _ 
Thou too muſt periſh, when thy feaſt is o'er. 
To each unthioking being, Heay'a a friend, 


Gives not the uſcleſs knowledge of its end; 5 
To Man imparts it; but with ſuch a view 75 


As, while he dreads it, makes him hope it too: . 
The hour conceal'd, and ſo remote the fear, 


-— thy 
WutTHER with reaſon, or with inſtinct bleſt; 


Reaſon, however able, cool at beſt, 


Stays till we call, and then not often near „ 
But honeſt luſtint comes a volunteer: 90 
This too ſerves always, Reaſon never long; Tt 
One muſt go right, the other may go wrong. 1 

See then the acting and comparing po] fon 
One in their nature, which are two in our; 
And Reaſon raiſe o'er Iaſtinct, as you can, 95 


In this tis God directs, in that tis Man. 


Wuo taught the nations of the ficld and wood 


0 24 '» 
freſcient, the tides or tempeſts to withſtand, 39 
Build on the wave, or arch beneath the ſanxd? 700 
Who made the ſpider parallels deſign, 
Sure as Demoivre ®, without rule or line? 
| Who bid the ſtork, Columbus-like, explore 
| Heav'ns not his own, and worlds unknown before? 


Who calls the council, (tates the certain day, 105 


Who forms the phalanx, and who points the way ? 
Gov, in the nature of each Being, founds 

Its proper bliſs, and ſets its proper bounds : 

But, as he fram'd a Whole, the whole to bleſs, 


On mutual wants built mutual happineſs : EH bot 110 


So from the firſt eternal Order ran, 
And creature link d to creature, Man to Man. - 
5 Waare'ss of life ee er ere keeps, 


G one nature feeds 119 | 


The vital flame, and ſwells the genial ſeeds. 
Not man alone, but all that roam the wood, 4 
Or wing the ſky, or roll along the —__ 
Each loves itſelf, but not itſelf alone, 
Each ſex defires alike, till two are one: 120 
Nor ends the pleaſure with the fierce embrace; 
They love themſelves, a third time, in their race. 
Thus beaſt and bird their common charge attend; 
The mothers nurſe it, and the fires defend; 
The young diſmiſs'd to watider earth or air, T2g 
There ſtops the inſtinct, and there ends the care; 

The link diſſolves, each ſeeks a freſh embrace, 
Another love fucceeds, another race. 

A longer care man's helpleſs kind demands; 


That longer eare contracts more n bands. 130 
* Demolvre, n coins at 
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At once extend the intreſt, and the long: 
With choice we fix, with ſympathy we burn, 
Each Virtue in each Paſkon takes it turn 3 


* k 


Aud ſtill new needs, new helps, new habits riſe, oy 


That graft bencvolence on charities. 
Still as one brood, and as another roſe, 


' Theſe nat'ral love maintain'd, habitual thoſe; Wt 
The laſt ſcarce ripen'd into perfect man, . 
Saw helpleſs him from whom their life began : 


Mem'ry and forecaſt, juſt returns engage, 


B That pointed back to youth, this on to age ; 
Sill ſpread the inc ref. wall prefery's the kind. 


No x think, in Nature's State they blindly trod; 145 


The State of Nature was the Reign of Godt 
Self- love, and ſocial, at her birth began, 


Union, the bond of all things, and of Man. 


Pride then was not 3 nor Arts, that pride to aid z 
Man walk'd with beaſt, joint tenant of the ſhade, 150 


The ſame his table, and the ſame his bed; 


No murder cloath'd him, and no murder fed. | 


la the fame temple, the reſounding wood, 
All vocal beings hymn'd their equal God: 


The ſhrine with gore uaſtain'd, with gold undreſt, 1 53 - 


Vabrib'd, unbloody, ſtood the blameleſs prieſt : 'Þ 
Heav'a's Attribate was univerſal care, 
And Man's Prerogative to rule, but ſpare. 


b 


Ah how unlike the man of times to come! 

of half that live the butcher and the tomb; 166 
Who, foe to nature, hears the gen'ral groan, 
— Murders their ſpecies, and betrays his own. 


Byt juſt diſcaſe to luxury ſucceeds, 
And Ty its own avenger breeds ; 
— 
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And turn'd on man a ſiercer ſavage, Man. 


3572 
—_—_ 


AS 
"The Fury - paſſons from that blood began. 


165 


Sts him from nature tiſing flow to art! 


To copy Inſtinct then was Reaſon's part; 


Thus then to Man the Voice of Nature ſpake— ; 


1. Learn of che little Nautilus to ſail, „ 


| © Spread the thin oar, and catch the driving gale. 


„ Here too all forms of ſocial union find, 
„And hence let Reaſon, late, inſtruct mankind: 


Here ſubterranean works and cities ſee, 
There towns, rial on the waving tree, 180 
„Learn each ſmall people's genius, policies; 
The Anty Republic, and the Realm of Bees ; 


© How thoſe in common all their ſtores beſtow, 


. And Anarchy without confuſion know ; | — 
And theſe for ever, tho' a monarch reign, 1885 
Their ſep'rate cells and properties maintain. 
% fark what unvary'd laws preſerve their ſtate ; 
Laws wiſe as nature, and as ſix d as fate. 


„In vain thy Reaſon finer webs ſhall draw, 


_ * Entangle juſtice in her net of lap. 190 


* And right too rigid harden into wrong, 
Still for the ſtrong too weak, the weak too ſtrong, 


4 Yet gol and thus o'er all the creatures ſuay, 


Thus let the wiſer make the reſt obey, | 
* And for thoſe arts mere Inſtin& could afford, 195 
© Be crown'd as monarchs, or as Goss ador'd. T“ 
Gaar Nature ſpoke, obſervant Man obey'd; 8 
Cities were built, ſocieties Were made; 3 


% Go, from the creatures thy inſtructions take; 170 
Learn from the birds what food the thickets yield; 
Learn from the beaſts, the Phyſic of the field: | 
Thy arts of building from the bee receive; ! 
Learn of the mole to plow, the worm to weave; 


188 


, 
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4 
| 


Wien love was liberty; and nature law. | 
Thus States were form'd, the name of King aokoowns EE 


And he return'd a friend, who came a foe. 


A Prince the father of a peopte made. 


King, Prieft, and Parent of his growing ſtate : 


„„ 8 
Here roſe one little ſtate another near * 
Grew by like means, and join d, thro? love, or ins | 
Did here the trees with ruddier burdens bend, 201 | 
And there the ſtreams in purer rills deſcend ? _ | 
What War could raviſh, Commerce could beſtow, | 


Converſe and love mankind might ſtrongly draw, 205 


Till common int'reſt plac'd the ſway in one. 
"Twas VIRTUE ONLY (or ia arts —— f 
Diffuſing bleſſings, or averting harms) *'_ 210 
The ſame which in a Sire the ſons obey d. 8841 


Tir then, by nature crown'd, each Patriarch cate; | 


On him, their ſecond Providence, they hang, 215 
Their Law, his eye; their Oracle, his tongue: 
He, from the wond'ring furrow, call'd their food, 
Taught to command the fire, controul the flood, 

Draw forth the monſters of th' abyſs profound, 

Or fetch th' zrial eagle to the grounds. "wn 
Till drooping, ſick hing, dying, they ha 

Whom they rever'd as GoDp, to mourn as man. 
Then, looking up from fire to fire, explor d 

One great, firſt father, and that Firſt ador dʒ x” ata 
Or plain tradition that this All begun, » 225 


Convey'd unbroken. faith from ſire toſon, 
Phe Worker from the Work diſtin was known, 
And ſimple reaſon never ſought but one: 


E're Wit oblique had broke that ſteady light, 
Maa, like his Maker, ſaw that all was right, „ 
To virtue in the paths of pleaſure trod, | 
Ang own'd a father when he own'd a GoD. 

C2 


1 28 ) 
Lore all the faith, and all ih“ allegiance ien) 


©: 
For nature knew no right divine in men, i; MA 
No ill could fear in Gon; and underſtood E a 
A ſovereign Being but a ſovereign Good. -." 
True Faith, true Policy, united ran, - T 
That was but Love of Gov, and this of Man. 0 
Wo firſt tanght fouls cnflav'd, and realms undone, P. 
T enormous faith of many made for one? 240 V 
That proud exception to all nature's Jaws, 4 H 
1 invert the world, and edunterwork its cauſe! A 
Force firſt made conqueſt, and that conqueſt, l H 
Till ſuperſtition taught the tyrant awe, A 
Then ſhar'd the tyranny, then lent it aid, ns 1 | 
And Gods of conq'rors, ſlaves of ſubje&s madez  K® 
She, mid(t the lightniog's blaze and thander's ſound. 8 
When rock'd the mountains, e the 7 A 


| 55 ground. | | 
3 the waadsiis wick v6 dead; the psd to pray - 
I To Pow'r unſeen, and mighticr far than they: 250 


be, fromthe readiog earth, and burſting fes. 
Saw Gods deſcend, and Pie nds infernal riſe ; I 
Here fix'd the dreadful, there the bleſt abodes ; 


| Fear made her Devils, and weak hope her Gods ; 
_ Gods partial, changeful, paſſionate, wnjeſt, 251 
Whoſe attributes were rage, revenge, or 9 


A bb 5 
And form d like tyrants, tyrants would believe. | 
Zeal then, not charity, became the guide, "10 
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And hell was built on ſpite, and heav'n on pride, 260 L 

Then facred feem'd th' etherial vault no more £ 

Altars grew marble then, and reek d with gore: © 

Thea firſt the famen taſted living food, =: 

„ N 
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And play'd the God an engine on his fo 


lll 


| That touching one muſt frike the 


+ RW ü 
Wich heav'ss own thindlers icol the world below, © 


"0p 


ao 


So be, elf doe thro” julf und tine? den, 


To one man's por r, ambition, lacre; luſt: * ict of 


The ſame Selk love, in all, decbmes the"eaufe* © * | 
Of what reſtrains : him, Governitientaod'Laws. NE 
For what one likes, if others like 45 Weil. l 
What ſerves one will, when many wills rebel?" 
How ſhall he keep; what ſteeping ot awake” 


A weaker-may ſurpriſe, = ſtronger take :?:? i. bas 
His ſafety muſt his liberty reſtrain; - — 2 
All. join to guard what each defires to gi 


| Forc'd into virtue thus by ſelf defence, 
Eva Kings learn'd juſtice and benevolence: lata 13T 
Self · love forſook the path it rn #4 64 


And found the private in the public good. 28 
Tas then the ſtudious head, or gen rous — 


Foll'wer of Go, or friend of human kind... 


Poet or Patriot, roſe, but to reſtore 
The faith and moral, Nature gave. before; 


| Re-lum'd her anoient light, not kindled new; 295 
If aot Gods image, yet his drew: 
Taught Pow'rs due uſe to-People and to Kings, 


Taught, nor to ſlack, nor * tender firings, 
The leſs and greater-ſer fo 


2 


ces too; 4 295 82 
Till jarrioy iat'reſts of themſelves create 1 
Th' according Muſic of a well-mix'd ſtate, 


Such is the World's great harmony, that ſprings 
From Union, Order, full Conſent of things; 


Where ſmall and great, where weak and mighty, 
made 295 


To ſerve, not ſuffer , ſtrengthen, not invade. 


Bt 1 2 5 
More pow'viul each, ag needful to the reft, 
And in proportion as it bleiſes, ble, 
Draw 99 ons point, and to oge. centre bring = 


Fon forme. of government let fools conteſt, | 
Whate'er is beſt adminiftred, is beſt ; 1 
For modes of faith let graceleſs zcalots 6ght, 


| His can't be wrong whole life is inthe right: 304 
| All maſt be falſe, that thwart this one, great end. 


*, like the gen vous vine, ſupported kes, 
ſtrength be grins is from th nber be gives. 


"Yom Re he mn, rt ; 
On their own Axis as the Planets run, 


So two conliltent motions act the foul, 
© And one regards Itſelf, and one the Whole. 

Tauss Gon and Nature liak d the gen ral dne; 
| And bade ed Social be the Same. 


Tet make at once their circle round the ſun; 310 
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n necda but thinking right, and meaning well: 30 


= 8 


„ 2 
Good, pleaſure, cale, cootcar, whate'cr thy 
name : 
That fomerhing fill which prompts th' ternal gh, 
For which we bear to live, and dare to dies _ 
Which {fill ſo near us, yet beyond us lies, 3 
O'erlook'd, feen double, by the fool, and wiſe, 
Plant of celeſtial feed b if dropt below, 


| Say, in what mortal ſoil thou deign'lt to grew! 
Fair opening to ſome court's propitious ſhine, 


Or deep with diamonds in the flaming mine, * 
dn 
Or reap d in iron harveſts of the field ? | WS 


rr not the ſoit : 


Fix'd to no ſpot is happineſs fincere, 


"Tis.n0 where to be found, or er * where, 


Tris never to be bought, but always free, 
And fied from monarchs, $t- Jokat dwells with thee. | 


ASK of the learn d the way, the learn d arc blind, 


This bids to ſerve, and that to ſhun, mankind; 20 
Some place the bliſs ip action, ſome in caſe, 
Thoſe call it pleaſure, and contentment theſe ; 
Who thus define it, fay they more or leſs 

Than this, that 


| One grants his pleaſure is but reſt from pain ; 23 


Happineſs is Happineſs ? 


One doubts of all; one owns ev'n virtue vain. 


Tax Nature's path, and mad opinions leave, 


All ſtates can reach it, and all heads conceive ; 
Obvious her goods ; in no extreme they dwell, 


Ty 2 5 

And mourn, our various portions as. we, pleaſe, 

Equal is common Senſe, and common Faſe. 

_ RemEnBER, Man, the Univerſal Cauſe 

« Ads not by partial, but by gen ral laws;“ 4 

Aud makes what happineſs we juſtly call, 35 
Subſilt not in the good of one, but all. | 

There's not a bleſſing individuals find, 

But ſome way leans, and hearkens to the kind? | 

Nb bandit fierce, no tyrant mad with pride, 


No cavern'd hermit reſt ſelf-fatisfy'd; 7 > 


Who moſt to fhun or hate mankind pretend, 
Seck an admirer, or would fix a friend: E 
Abſtract what others feel, what others thick, 
Al pleaſures fielen, and all glories fink; 


Each has his ſhare, and who would more obtain, 45 7 55 


Shall find, the pleaſure pays not half the pain. 

_  OnDer is Heaven's great law; and this confett, ' 
| Some are, and muſt be; mightier than the reſt, 
More rich, more wiſe: but Who infers from hence 
That ſuch are happier, ſhocks all common o ſenſe. 50 
| Heav'n to mankind impartial we eonfeſs, * 
If. all are equal in their happineſs : 

But mutual wants this happineſs increaſe, 

All Nature's diff rence 8 * 


Condition, circumſtance is not the thing; way 


Bliſs is the ſame, in fubje&, or in king, 

In who obtain defence, 'or who defend, : 

In him who is, or him who finds a friend. 
Heav'n breathes thro” ev'ry member of the whole 
One common bleſſing, as one common ſoul, - 60 
But Fortune's gifts, if each alike poſſeſt, T 
And each were equal, muſt not all eonteft ? 

If then to all men Happineſs was meant, 

Cod in externals could not place content, 


e e = 


( 33 ) 1 
ForTUNE her gifts may variouſly diſpoſe, 


65 


| And theſe be happy call'd, unhappy thoſe ; 
But Heav'n's juſt balance equal will appear, . 
| While thoſe are plac'd in Hope, and theſe in Fear. 


Vet preſent Good, or lll, the joy or curſe, 


And grant the bad what drgpingſs.they would. 565 


But future views of better or of worſe. 70 | 


On Sons of earth! attempt ye ſtill to riſe 


By mountains pil'd on mountains, to the ſkies ? 
Heav'a (till with laughter the vain toil ſurveys, 
And buries madmen in the heaps they raiſe. 


Know, all the Good that individuals find, 75. 
Or God and Nature meant to mere mankind, 0 


|  Reaſon's whole pleaſures, all the joys of ſenſe, 
Lie in three words, Health, Peace, and Competence. 


But Health conſiſts with Temperance alone, 
And Peace, O Viatus! Peace is all thy on 80 


The good or bad the gifts of fortune gainz 
But theſe leſs taſte them, as they worſe obtain. | 


Say, in purſuit of profit or delight, 
Who riſque the molt, that take wrong means or right ? 
Of Vice or Virtue, whether bleſt or curſt, vg 


Which meets contempt, or which compaſſion ſirſt? 
Count all th' advantage profp'rous Vice attains, 


"Tis but what Virtue flies from, and diſdains ; 


On blind to truth, and God's whole ſcheme below ! 


Who fancy Bliſs to Vice, to Virtue Woe: _ 
Who ſees and follows that great ſcheme the beſt, | 


Beſt knows the bleſſing, and will moſt be bleſt, 
But fools the Good alone unhappy call, 935 


For ills or accidents that chance to All. 
See Falkland dies, the virtuous and the juſt! | 
Tee godlike Turenne praſtrate an the duſt ! 


1480 
See Sidney bleeds: amid the martial ſtrife 1 


Was this their virtue, a= comes of Khe.? - 100 


Say, was it virtue, (more tho Heav'n nc'er ur- 


Lamented Digby ! r - 4 


Tell me, if Virtue made the Son expire, 

Why, full of days and honour; lives the Sire "TY: 

Why drew Marſcilles' good biſhiop purer breath, 105 

When Nature ficken'd, and each gale — 

or why ſo long (in life if long can be) 

Lent heav'n a Parent to the poor, Wen 
Wu makes all phyſical or moral ill)? 

There deviates Nature, and here e will, 110 

Sad ſends not ill; ir rightly underſtood, - 

—_— DE: 6d 1-4 

Or change admits, or Nature lets it fall, 

Short and but rare, till Man improv'd it all. 


We juſt as wiſely might of HeaFn comp = x 


That "righteous Abel was deſtroy'd by Cain, 

As that the virtuous: fon is ill at eaſe, 

Whin his Ned Eber hne the de diſeaſe. 

Think we, like ſome weak prince, th" Eternal Cauſe, 

Prone for his fav*rites to reverſe his laws? 120 
SHALL burning Etna, if a Sage requires, C 

Forget to thunder, and recal her fires 

On air or ſea new motions be impreſt, | 

© blamelefs Bethel! to relieve thy breaſt ? K+ | 

| When the looſe mountain trembles from on bigh,72 7 
Shall gravitation ceaſe as you go by? 

Or ſome old temple nodding to its fall, | 

For Chartres head referys the hanging wall? 

Bur ſtill this world (ſo fitted for the knave ) 

Contents us not. A better ſhall we have? 130 

A kingdoms of the Juſt then let it be: 

But firſt confider how thoſe Juſt agree? 
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| The very beſt will variouſly incline, © 


* 


(#) 


The good malt merit Gods peculiar! care;3 


But who but God "can tell us who'they are? 
One thinks on. Calvin CD” 133 
Another deems him Inſtrument of hell; * 


If Calvin feel Heav'n's bleſhng, or its ads : 


This cries, there is, and that, * here i a6 Cod.” 


What ſhocks one part will edify the reſt, 


Nor with one Syſtem 1 = 966 
1 vnn puniſh 
„Whatever 18, is RIGHT.” "This ik mine. ; 


Was made for Cæſar, but for Titus too: 


- or he, whoſe Virte ga * ory 


Br ſometimes Virwe ſtarves while Vice is led 
What then ? is the reward of Virtue, Bread: 
That, Vice may merit: tis the price of toil: 
The knave deferyes it when he tills the foil, ro 
ä —— ay 
Where folly fights for kings, or drowns for gaia. 


| The good man may be weak, be indolent, 


Nor is his claim to Plenty, but Content. : 
But grant him Riches, your demand is o'er ? 188 


* No; . the good wane : 


-powr2” 
Add beakhy tad yow'r; and ev'ty earthly U: 
* Why bounded pow'r ? why private? why uo king * 
Nay, why external for internal given ? 
Why is not man a God, and earth a Heaven; 100 
Who aſk and reaſon thus, will ſcarce conceive | 
God gives enough while he has more to give: 
Immenſe the power, immenſe were the dren : 
Say, at what part of Nature will they ſtand ? 


5 No joy, or be deſſructive of the thing. 


636) 


waar nothing earthly gives, or can deſtroy, 165 1 


The fouP's calm ſun-ſhine, and the heart-felr joy, 
I Virtue's prize : a better would you fix? 
Then give Humility a coach and fix, 

| Juſtice a conqu'ror's ſword, or Truth a gown, 


| Rewards, Sl ww Ve brag 


How ofi by theſe at fixty are undone 
The virtues of a faint at twenty-one ? 


Foz Riciss, can they sie 7s 


| His on contentment, or another's truſt? 

Judges and ſenates have been bought for gold, | 
Eſteem and love were never to be ſold. 
O Fool! to think, God hates the worthy mind, 


- 
| Whole life is bealthfal, and whoſe conſcience clear 3 


Becauſe he wants a thouſand pounds a- year! 
_ Honovx or ſhame from no condition riſe ; 
AN will aan pant}. here. ol, the honour lies. 


: Fortune in men bas ſome ſmall dif"rence made, 35 | 


One flaunts in rags, one flutters in brocade, 
The cobler apron'd, and the parſon gown'd, 
F 


„What differ more-(you cry) than crown and cow! ?” 


I'll tell you, friend: A Wiſe Man and a Fool. 190 


| Yow'l] find, if once the monarch acts the monk, | 


Or, cobler like, the parſon will be drunk, 
Worth makes the man, and want of it the fellow ; 
The relt is all but leather or prunello. 

STUEX o'er with 'TiTLEs, and hung round with 


ſtriogs, 193 


Thar thou af f d.. on kings, or whores of kings. 


Or Public Spirit its great cure, a crown, 170 | 
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492 
Tuy boaſted blood, a thouſand' years _ * TA 
May from Lactretia to Lucretia lor; wand 


But by your father's worth if yours you . 
2206 7 200 
4 | Go! if your antient, but ignoble blood, - | | 
oo er ö 
„ ö n * * 
| What an ennoble fos, or flares or cowards? "> 
Aus not all the blood of all the Howards. 
56 Look next on Greatl, fy where can lis? 
Were, but among the Heroes; andthe Wife: 
Heroes are much the fame, the poing's agreed; - 
From Macedonia's Madman to the Swede; ww 
8 © „ EGAIEES 5: 
180 or make, an enemy of all mankind; 0 
| Not one leaks dee dee Oli de e 
_ Yet ne'er looks forward farther than his noſe.” - 
No leſs alike the Politie/and wie s. 


- Wy 
— 


it AI fly, flow things, with circuinſpeftire eyes: 

185 ' Men in their looſe; unguided hours; mag git 
Vor that memſelves are wiſe, but others Wenke. 
But grant that thoſe can conquer, — 

=. phraſe abſurd to call a Villain Great: 30 
12 | | {Who wickedly is wiſe, or madly brave, HO" 37 _ ＋ | 
199 u bat the more a fool, nd Whbde: 1a 
bd 5.0 Who noble ends by noble niedas' 0 6 Ia.” 

75 % Or failing, fmiles in exile or in chan %ονν 
2 


* | Like good Aurelius, let him reign; or Bleed 225 


3 * Like-S6evites; that Vin is great indeed. 
with | Wars Pate: thr fancy TL wir bra, 
95 {| A thing beyontt'vs ey n before var deach. _ pa 


Tile (wy Loh) WTullfe or your wn. | 230 
D 


os 1 Juſt what you beat, you have; and what's unkn 
1 


« 38 5 
asel, bp 
323 — a | 
To all velude a3 much a0 empty ſhade = — = | 
Aa Eagene firing -ana-Gufar dead :; 
— ey hg or ine | 195 
A Wits a Feathers and q:Chiefa Rods | 1 
— — — „ 
. — | 
Is hung 66 b e poiſon half mankind. | 
All fand is feige, has of tus deem. 
— — 1 

de :ſelf-approving hour vhole years out 1 
Of ſtupid ſtarers, tndiof ů —— I 1 
— —— Seb, 

1 lies 4 ys * f a ol | 
* "Tell — what: iv it zo be miſc ;- 0 g | 
— — Sl 
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; ifs allre thee, think how Bacon tus, 
The wiſcſt, brighteſt, meaneſt of mankind. = 
' Or raviſh'd with the Willing of a game, 5 

1 zd bak 


| Ia hearts of Kings e. ants of Qyocks who lay, 
(How happy !} thoſe to ruin, theſe betray... 405 


From dirt and ſea - weed as grund Venice role. ;, I 


Now Europe's laurels on their brows. behold, 


_ 
Think, and Ir l the things thy envy call; 10, 
— noon 4 
To ſigh for ribbands-if thou art fo filly, = 


Mark how they grace Lord Umbra or Sip Billy 
Is yellow dirt the paſſhon of thy life? wo of ho 


Look but on Gripus, or on-Gripus* wife. ** "Y 


if all, cnized, hp — nnd OP 
——— —— 
See the falſe ſcale of happiaeſa compleas | 3 


ben by what reached derne gory grows | 


n each, how guilt and greatneſs equal ran, 
Aud all that rais'd the Hero, ſunk the Man. 


But ſtain d with Blood, or ill exchang'd for gp 

Then ſee them broke with toils, or ſunk in Eaſc, 

Or infamous for plunder d provinces, 

Oh wealth ill-fated which no act of fame 
E*er taught to ſhine, or Gandiify'd from ſhame | 296 


| What greater bliſs attends their cloſe of life? 
dome greedy Minion, or imperious Wife. 


The trophy'd. Arches, ſtory d. halls invade, 


And haunt their flambers in the pompous ſhade. 


Alas ! not dazzled with their noon-tide ray, 295 
Compute the morn and eveniog to the day: 
whole Amount of that enormous ſame, 


4 ade! that blends their glory with their ſhame. 
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The only point where human bliſs ſtands ſtill, 

And taſtes the good without the fall to ill; 
Is blefs'd in what it takes; und what it gives ; 
The joy unequal d, if its end it gain, 
And if it loſe, attended with no pain: 
Without ſatiety, tho e' er ſo bleſs'd. - 

| And but more reliſh'd, as the more diſtreſs'd : 
The broadeſt mirth unfeeliog folly wears, 


| Good from each object, from each place, ae 
For ever exercis'd, yet never tir'dz 

| Never elated, while one man's oppreſs'd ; 

| Never dejected, while another's bleſs'd : 


And where no wants, no wiſhes can remain; ** 1 


Since but to wiſh more Virtue, is to gain. 1 
Se! thefole bliſs Heav'n cook bn AN beſtow. 
Which who but feels, can taſte, but thinks, ean know; 
Vet poor with Fortune, and with Learning blind, 
The bad muſt miſs, the Good untaught will find; 


Slave to no ſect, who takes no private road, 1 


But looks thro? Nature up to Nature's Gov, 
Purſues that Chain which links th' immenſe defign, 
Joins Heav'n and Earth, and mortal, and divine 


| Sees, that vo being e is can e. 3% 


But touches ſome above, and ſome below; 
| Learns, from this Union of the riſing whole, 
The firſt, laſt purpoſe of the human ſoul ; 


dad knows, where faith, Jaw, morals, all began, 
end, in Love of Gon, and Love of Man. 330 4 


Fox him alone, Hope leads from gole to gole, 
as his foul; 
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Leſs pleaſing far, than Virtue's very tears. on 


” 


330 


| Muſt riſe” from Individual to the Whale. 


And heav'a beholds its image in his breaſt. 


| 0 ar 3 | 
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Ne ſees why Nature plants in Man alone 5 


Hope of known bliſs, and Faith ip bliſs unknown ? 


4 | (Nature, whoſe dictates to no other kink 
A re gix'o in r 


Wile is the Preſent : ſhe connects in th $i 
His greateſt Virtue wich his greateſt Bliſs; | ” 
At once his own bright grape weben, yl 
And ſtrongeſt motive to aſfſt the reſt.” RM 
SELF-LOVE thus puſh'd_ to, Social, to Dine, 


Gives thee to make thy Neighboor's Trig 8. 


l. his too little for the boundleſs h ? , of 
Extend it, let thy enemies have Mes” poſe 
_ Graſp the whole worlds, of reaſon, life, and b. i 
In one cloſe ſyſtem of Benevolence: RY 


Happier, as kinder, is hene e degree 3 : 
Aud height of Bliſs but height of Charity: : 380 


* Gow loves from Whole to, Parts : but — 
Self · love but ſerves the virtuous miod to wake, * 

As the ſmall pebble ſtirs the peaceful lake; 

The centre mov'd , a circle [trait ſucceds, 35s 
Another till, and ſtill another ſpreads; : 


Bri 1, parent, neighbour, firſt it will embrace, 


His country next, and next all human race; 
Wide, and more wide, th overflowings of the mind 
Take ev'ry creature in, of ev'ry kind; 360 
Earth ſmiles around, with boundleſs bounty bleſt, 


Coms, then, my Friend ? my Genius, come along, 


o maſter of the Poet, and the Song? 
And while the Muſe now ſloops, or now aſcends, 365 


To Man's low paſſions, or their glorious ends, 


; * 5 
Teach megide ther, E 
To fall with dignity, with tewyer riſe; | 288 of 
Gi. uy happily to ſleer 
„ from. liyely to ſevere, 350 


R | 
That urg d thee, I turn the tuneful art | 
E PE 
For Wit's falſe mirror held up Nature's light ; — 1 
$hew'd ering Pride, Whatever 25; 8 viGnt'} | L 
n ' Paſhon, anfacr oe yrear Afar: | 

at true Self-loye, and Soejal, are we ey 
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And binding nature faſt in fata, at 


wee eee 


ed deal damoation round the land, | 
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In ev ry clime ador d. 
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Jehovah, Jove, or Lord! 8 ö 
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Who all my ſenſe confa'd 
To know but this, that thou opt god. 


* : 


To fee the good from i};. . 1 551 


Left free the human will. 


Or warns me pot. 50 Pry LA 6 fi's 3 wo 


. 


Let not chis weak unknowüng hand 1 
Preſume thy bolts to throw, 


On each I judge thy foe; 
IF 1 am right; oh teach my beat CCC 
n de ent te Gay; VVV 
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if 1 am wrong, thy grace impart . 


sene we alike from fooliſh pride, 


| Thou know'ſt if be & beſtow'dor not; 
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The UNIVERSAL PRAYER 


To full that bettet 


way. . * WA #3. 1 


or impious diſcuntent, 


thy 2 has — 


e . „ 
To hide the faults 1 ſee; bay. | e rod 

That mercy I to others ſhow, 

Mean tho' 1 am, dot wholly fo, 41 
Since quicken'd by thy breath, Surg 

Oh lead me whereſoe er I go. 1 
Thro' this day's life or deb: © oY 

This day be bread and peace e 1 


And let thy will be done. 


To oO tem ple! is all pace, | 


All — incenſe riſe! 
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